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Lake Casitas is full of water, fish and family fun
By Bob Asher, OVN Community Columnist  Apr 2, 2026 Updated 16 hrs ago   0

 View (0) comments

Lake Casitas is well-known for its bald eagles and stunning shoreline campgrounds, but
what lies beneath its shimmering waters is less widely known and perhaps even more
impressive.  

The lake was just picked as one of the top five fishing spots in the entire country for
freshwater bass.  In fact, one of the biggest largemouth bass ever caught was taken in
Casitas: a 21-pound, 3-ounce monster in 1980.

If you’re looking to beat that record, remember to bring your sunblock and your patience.

“Lake Casitas is tricky; that’s why people get discouraged. It’s not as easy as it looks,” Amy
Mitrany said. She and her husband, Marc Mitrany, have been guiding on the lake for 30
years with their company Ojai Angler.  

On a beautiful spring day, floating in the middle of the glassy calm, Marc said fishing on
Casitas is about connecting with the whole vibe of the lake. “I’m a lover of nature,” he
said. “You have to appreciate both the fishing (and) the catching — and the not catching —
to be out here on a day like this, where it’s warm and still and gorgeous, you know?”

The truth is, though, that Marc does plenty of catching!

Jessica Harrison, her husband and two boys were visiting from Pasadena. They had a blast
on Marc’s boat and they all caught at least one fish. Sammy, 7, said he caught a few,
spread his arms wide and said, “It was a really big bass.”  

Mom Jessica was all smiles. “It’s so much fun,” she said. “I fished as a kid (and) now I get
to do it with my kids. It’s special. Plus they went four hours without screens and still had
fun!”

Fun without screens? I’m hooked!

You don’t have to hire a guide at Casitas; you can bring your own tackle or buy it at the
bait shop by the boat ramp. Everyone 16 and older is required to purchase a license, but
once you have all that, you can go after the bass, trout, bluegill, trout, crappie, carp and
catfish that call the 250-foot-deep lake home. There’s 33 miles of shoreline and plenty of
docks to choose from if you don’t want to leave the land.

Right now, the 2,800-acre lake is full — giving the fish more places to hide.

That makes it even harder for weekend anglers to compete with Marc and the other guides who know the lake’s secrets and seasonal variability.

But Marc did share one pro tip: This time of year, he is using artificial worm lures sprayed with his patented attractant called Lunker Potion. The fish seem to love its secret ingredients.  

“It smells like black licorice,” he said. “It smells actually good, if you like the smell of black licorice. And it’s a very highly concentrated formula. Once it’s applied, it’s there.”  

With the rubber worm soaked in fish cologne, it’s time to put the lines in the water and wait … and wait some more. … There’s time to breathe, chill and check out the majestic ospreys,
hawks and egrets that wheel in the sky overhead. Marc says fishing is a form of therapy without a couch.

“This is a therapeutic, meditational experience for lots of people, and it’s like that for me, personally. And I have people on the boat that will mention that.”

A day fishing on Lake Casitas certainly can be meditative and calm, but it can also be exciting and intense.

One minute you’re hypnotized by your line rippling silently in the water, then BANG. When a fish hits your hook, there’s an immediate rush of adrenaline as you yank the rod and crank the
reel with all your strength.

Then Marc nets the fish — pictures are taken — and the fish is quickly returned to the water. You can keep fish from the lake with certain restrictions, but Marc and Amy are all about
sustainable catch and release. Now that their son Corbyn, 20, is part of the team, that commitment to a healthy lake is stronger than ever.

“I want to preserve the fishery for the next generation,” Marc said. “It’s part of my responsibility, and catch and release helps to achieve that.”

The winter months are slower because the water is colder, but now the water is heating up and so is the fishing.

Roger Morales was staying at the Casitas campground and went out for half a day with Marc.

“I got four,” he said. “It’s so peaceful, and then you get the adrenaline and (the) endorphins kick in. It’s exhilarating — the perfect start to a beautiful Saturday.”

Let’s be honest — any day fishing on Lake Casitas is a beautiful day. Just don’t tell anyone.

For more information, visit: https://tinyurl.com/4sv6nvbt or ojaiangler.com.
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Jason and Kristin Bradley score some sizable fish at Lake Casitas.
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Teamwork makes the dream work — as Marc and Amy Mitrany catch a big one at Lake Casitas.
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Dale Garon has a big fishing day on Lake Casitas.

Outdoors
featured

Valley View Preserve in Topatopa
foothills offers many hiking trails
By Doug Reed, OVN Community Columnist Updated 17 hrs ago

Above Ojai, in the Topatopa foothills, there is a selection of trails suitable
for hikers of all abilities. With great views of the Ojai Valley, wildflowers
and even a little running water, springtime is perfect for exploring these
trails.
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Reported snake bite victim rescued
in Rose Valley
Perry Van Houten Updated Mar 30, 2026

Rescue crews from Ventura County responded to a reported rattlesnake
bite victim in Rose Valley, north of Ojai, on Friday, March 27.

Perry Van Houten
Senior Reporter

 Perry Van Houten

Outdoors
featured

Matilija Dam removal is an
opportunity for safety, watershed
restoration and recreation
Holly Roberts Updated Mar 19, 2026

On a recent tour of the 78-year-old Matilija Dam led by The C.R.E.W.
Executive Director Derek Poultney, Once Upon a Watershed Program
Coordinator David White, PhD, and Ventura County Public Works (VCPW)
Assistant Director Jeff Palmer, about 40 folks learned about the dam’s
history and the co…
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Upper Ojai Search and Rescue
thanks team members, honors
retirees
Perry Van Houten Updated Mar 3, 2026

Upper Ojai Search and Rescue held their annual winter all-teams dinner on
Saturday, Feb. 28 at Camp Arnaz.
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Ribbon is cut at newly renamed
John’s Fox Canyon Trail
Perry Van Houten Updated Feb 16, 2026

For more than 30 years, John Broesamle worked to defend and protect
the Ojai Valley’s open spaces.
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Flood advisory issued for Ventura
County by National Weather Service
Grant Phillips Updated Feb 11, 2026

A flood advisory has been issued by the National Weather Service for
Ventura County, including Ojai and Meiners Oaks, at 8:33 p.m. on Feb. 10,
and will be in effect until 11:30 p.m. 
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Storm debris beach cleanup to
begin in coming weeks
Grant Phillips Updated Jan 22, 2026

In the wake of the December storms and January winds, large pieces of
wood have remained scattered along the beaches of Ventura, but cleanup
should start soon.
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Agriculture-related Rain Damage
Survey available for aid eligibility
Ojai Valley News | Ventura County Sun Updated Dec 31, 2025

An agriculture-related Rain Damage Survey is now available for reporting
any damage to operations or crops throughout Ventura County during the
recent and ongoing storms. This includes loss of crops, livestock, poultry
and other damages. 
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Ojai Public Works assessing erosion
that may be in 'storm drain
easement'
Updated Dec 31, 2025

As a second storm wave rolls into the Ojai Valley on Dec. 31 property
owners across the valley are reporting erosion impacting their properties. 
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Conversation with consulting
arborist Jan Scow: ‘Trees don’t need
to be pruned’
Updated Dec 29, 2025

Ojai resident and consulting arborist Jan Scow has been working with
plants for 58 years and caring for the trees that live among people for
more than 30 years, and sees a common branch connecting how people
relate to trees in their care: the need for safety. And, then, in the interest
of cr…
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Two reindeer enjoy a pre-flight
retreat in the Ventura River
Updated Dec 30, 2025

Just days before Santa’s sleigh was slated to take flight, two reindeer had
an early morning walkabout on Dec. 20 in the Ventura River bottom area
of the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy’s Ventura River Preserve. Showing
that even North Pole residents are willing to make the trek to Ojai for a r…
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Villanova cycling club members dig
in to help repair, maintain local trail
Perry Van Houten Updated Dec 22, 2025

On Sunday, Dec. 7, Villanova Preparatory School’s Cycling Club partnered
with Ojai Valley Land Conservancy for trail work at the Valley View
Preserve.
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70-year-old oil permit prevents
Ventura County from taking action
in Sisar Creek spill
Updated Dec 22, 2025

At least four agency investigations are underway after hundreds of
gallons of oil spilled on Nov. 18 from a wash tank in the Upper Ojai Valley’s
Ojai Oil Field, and ultimately into Sisar Creek. Nonetheless, Ventura
County Resource Management Agency staff members say the county
cannot take an…
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Meiners Oaks Park construction
starts Dec. 20
Ojai Valley News | Ventura County Sun Updated Dec 14, 2025

On Saturday, Dec. 20, the community is invited to celebrate the beginning
of construction of Meiners Oaks Park at 312 E. El Roblar Drive in Meiners
Oaks.
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Death, surge in illness from eating
foraged mushrooms prompts
statewide advisory
Ventura County Sun | Ojai Valley News Updated Dec 8, 2025

The California Department of Public Health issued an urgent advisory
Dec. 6 following a recent string of amatoxin poisoning linked to the
accidental consumption of death cap mushrooms by people who are
eating wild foraged mushrooms.
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Conservancy volunteers bolster Ojai
trail with rock retaining wall
Perry Van Houten Updated Dec 8, 2025

Volunteers with Ojai Valley Land Conservancy are building an impressive
rock retaining wall on John’s Fox Canyon Trail, in the Valley View Preserve
above the city of Ojai.
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Sisar Creek oil spill cleanup ended
Friday, Nov. 28
Updated Dec 1, 2025

A typically dry barranca that flows into Sisar Creek in the Upper Ojai area
in the 15600 block of Ojai Santa Paula Road (State Highway 150) was
again flowing with water and smatterings of crude oil on Monday, Dec. 1,
after oil spill cleanup crews had packed up and left on Friday, Nov. 28. Th…

County
featured

Public comment period open on
federal plan to sell new oil leases off
California coast
Updated Dec 1, 2025

A Trump administration plan to open up federal waters off the coast of the
western United States, including California, to new oil and gas extraction is
moving ahead. Public comments are being accepted on the proposal
through Jan. 23. If the plan moves ahead, leases in federal waters would
b…
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Ojai Valley Garden Club wreaths
raise funds for NHS scholarships
By Pearl Malos, Special to the Ojai Valley News Updated Dec 1, 2025

Every fall, Ojai Valley Garden Club members can be seen scurrying around
Ojai foraging for dried plant materials. The bounty is used to decorate
holiday wreaths, which are then sold to the public.
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Register with VCAlert for storm
warnings
Ventura County Sun | Ojai Valley News Updated Nov 16, 2025

Ventura County Office of Emergency Services issues text and phone call
alerts through the VCAlert system for those who have signed up to
receive the alerts. 
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Up to 8 inches of rain forecasted in
Ojai Valley, with flood watch
through Saturday, Nov. 15
Perry Van Houten Updated Nov 13, 2025

A major storm system could bring periods of moderate to heavy rain on
Friday, Nov. 14 and Saturday, Nov. 15, and possibly into early next week.
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Evacuation warnings in VC lifted;
flood advisory in effect
Updated Nov 17, 2025

As scheduled, the Ventura County Sheriff's Office of Emergency Services
lifted evacuation warnings at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 15, that had been in
place beginning 6 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 13. 
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$3.8M Ojai Valley Trail restoration
celebrated
Updated Nov 13, 2025

Bike riders, joggers and dog walkers were sailing along on the brand-new
paving while city and county officials gathered in Rotary Park on Nov. 12
for a ribbon cutting to celebrate the $3.8 million restoration of the
multiuse Ojai Valley Trail.
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Once Upon a Watershed program
connects kids to nature
Perry Van Houten Updated Nov 13, 2025

HELP of Ojai’s West Campus has taken a significant step forward in
becoming a destination for environmental education. 
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